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Images from Primary Club charity recipients, 
Disability Sports Australia and Making Waves 
Foundation, along with the celebration of Jim 

Maxwell’s 50 Years at the ABC at the Sydney Test 
Breakfast with Deputy President Rick Glover and 

Twelfth Man Mark Taylor



This Annual Report provides some insight into the 
success of our special events in 2023/24, such as 
the Primary Club Cricket Team’s recent season and 
England tour, our Golf Challenge at The Lakes, 
Sydney Test Breakfast and the North Sydney Oval 
Festival.  

More importantly, Chair of our Charities Sub-
Committee, Derick Borean reports on the seven-
new charity projects approved during the year 
and where they will make a positive difference.

We have an exciting summer of cricket coming up.  
Aligned to the Men’s India Test Series, we have 
events in Sydney and Melbourne, and blocks of A 
Reserve seats booked for those matches as well 
as Adelaide and Brisbane. We welcome new 
Committee Member, Col Hackwood, who is taking 
the lead on PCA events to be held in Victoria with 
similar-minded cricket communities in that state.

I wish to recognise the invaluable role played by 
our Ambassadors through the year – beyond Pat 
Cummins being occupied on the field and with 
family and commercial commitments, we were 
so pleased that Simon Taufel, Lisa Sthalekar, Alex 
Blackwell and Matt De Groot were all able to 
attend and speak at functions through the year, 
alongside our Patron and ‘Twelfth Man’ Mark 
Taylor.  

As we approach our 50th year of operation, I pause 
to reflect on some significant milestones, which we 
like to publicise when enticing new members and 
new corporate supporters.
1. Over $8 million now raised for sporting and recre-
ational facilities for people with a disability;
2. 600 charity partner projects;
3. 60,000 people positively impacted; and
4. Over a million smiles every year!

I reflect on the day about 10 years ago, when 
Primary Club members helped out at the Special 
Olympics cricket carnival at Bradman Oval, Bowral.  
I chatted to some of the players’ parents and family 
members, who reminded me what a thrill it was for 
them to watch their loved one enjoying the chance 
to play cricket at such an iconic venue.  A special day 
for them to relax and witness the spectacle.

Thanks to our Founding Fathers, Jon Erby AM and 
Peter Howarth OAM, whose dream it was all those 
years ago to corral the many and varied cricket 
communities around the country and inspire them 
to help out our sisters and brothers with special 
needs and provide them the opportunity to enjoy 
sport and recreation.

At the time of writing, we are days away from our 
“Baggy Green Dinner” at the Sydney Cricket Ground 
to commence our 50th Year celebrations and to 
celebrate another three amazing athletes as winners 
of the Sir Roden Cutler Award.

President Jim Maxwell working the room at the Pakistan Test Breakfast 
with Peter Howarth (above), Ambassador Alex Blackwell (lower right) 
and Twelfth Man Mark Taylor (bottom right)
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Liesl Tesch OAM MP has requested that she 
step aside from her Ambassador role since 
becoming NSW Parliamentary Secretary for Disability 
Inclusion, a role which we believe is aligned to 
Primary Club ideals.  So, we wish her well and hope 
to find opportunities to complement each other.

Matt De Groot has also sought ‘leave of absence’ as 
Bronte and he move to the UK on respective career 
assignments. 

Finally, I would just like to remind our Members how 
important your personal support is in several areas – 
financial, volunteering at and supporting our events.  

Have a wonderful year ahead!

Jim Maxwell,
President

Hot off the press, images from the Baggy 
Green Dinner, Peter Howarth and Jon Erby 
toasting 50 Years (lower left), Jim responding to 
another Wayne Phillips anecdote (bottom left), 
and SRC Plate winner Rae Anderson with Mark 
Taylor, James Pittar, Damien Thomlinson and 
Liesl Tesch
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THE PRIMARY CLUB OF AUSTRALIA INC
ABN: 88 136 792 377
REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER: 10757

PO Box 112 Collaroy Beach NSW 2097
member@primaryclub.com 
0403 606 224 
www.primaryclub.com

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
All Member are invited to attend

DATE: 	  Tuesday 22nd October 2024
VENUE: The Woollahra Hotel
	    116 Queen St, Woollahra
TIME: 	   6.00pm
RSVP:    18 October 2023

Members can attend via video conference. 
Details will be shared upon RSVP.

Members are encouraged to nominate for 
positions on the Management Committee in 
advance of the AGM.

STAY CONNECTED

facebook.com/primaryclubofaustralia/

X.com/PrimaryClubAust

instagram.com/primaryclubaust/ 

UPGRADE YOUR MEMBERSHIP TO GOLDEN 
DUCK DONOR STATUS!

Standard Members pay a subscription fee of $50 
per annum, plus the ‘donation fines’ currently $150.  
However, you may wish to consider donating at 
least $1,000 each year and we will recognise your 
contribution with the highly regarded ‘Golden 
Duck Donor’ classification.  As you know, 100% of 
all donations go straight into our charities trust 
and are fully tax-deductible.

Golden Duck Donors enjoy privileges such as 
preferential seating at our events, access to our 
VIP guests, and invitations to special ‘thank-you’ 
functions. If you love the work the Primary 
Club of Australia does, then please help us by 
upgrading your membership today, by making a 
$1,000 donation via the link on the website, or 
calling Mahalia on 0403 606 224.
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PEOPLE SUCH AS YOURSELVES WHO HAVE DONATED TIME AND EFFORT.

Once again over 2,500 hours of time was donated by volunteers including the Primary Club of Australia 
Management Committee, the Charities Sub-Committee, photographers at events, the Auditors and 
Legal Advisors, volunteers and members who donated their time for events such as our North 
Sydney Oval Festival, various charity project openings, social cricket matches and the golf days.

LIFE MEMBERS
D Benaud		  BW Collins QC		 R Coleman		  JGW Erby AM	
RJ Glover OAM	 ACF Harris		  PG Howarth OAM	 RB Tubbs

PRESIDENT		  TWELFTH MAN & PATRON	 DEPUTY PRESIDENT
Jim Maxwell AM 	 Mark Taylor AO		  Richard Glover OAM

PREVIOUS PRESIDENTS
Jonathan Erby AM 1974 – 1984		  Peter Howarth OAM 1984 - 1986
Ken Archer AM 1986 – 1990			   Rodney Tubbs 1990 - 1996
Peter Philpott OAM 1996 – 2002		  Bruce Collins QC 2002 - 2009

VICE PRESIDENTS
GS Chappell AO MBE 	 IM Chappell 		  M Coward AM 	 DW Fleming 	
RN Harvey MBE 	 RB Simpson AO 	 KD Walters MBE 	 ME Waugh AM 

AMBASSADORS
Alex Blackwell		 Ed Cowan 		  Pat Cummins		  Matt De Groot	(on leave)
Shaun Marsh 		  Lisa Sthalekar		  Simon Taufel		  Liesl Tesch AM	MP (on leave)
	
HON SECRETARY/PUBLIC OFFICER 		  HON TREASURER 			   HON AUDITOR
Brad Oldridge 					    Mark Phipps	 			   Simon Joyce CA from 
											           SDJA Audit Specialists

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Derick Borean 		 Tim Breene		  Stephanie Brantz 	 	 Gavan Carroll 		
Nathan Dale 		  Geoff Elliott 		  Colin Hackwood		  Nathan Reay 				  
Rob Stevenson 	 Andrew Wildblood

CHARITY DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 		 OFFICE MANAGER & EVENT COORDINATOR
Geoffrey Verco 				    Mahalia Hicks			 

GOLDEN DUCK DONORS
The Primary Club of Australia gratefully acknowledges our major donors.

GOLDEN DUCK INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Anthony Bartley SC	 Edgar Baltins		  John Benaud 		  Michael Beverley	 Christine Bishop	
Richard Blaiklock	 Nick Brown		  Anthony Clarke	 Ian Coleman SC	 Gordon Davis		
Peter Eichhorn		 Christine Erby OAM	 Jon Erby AM		  Sheryn Foord		  Patrick Gallagher 	
Rick Gazzard 		  Richard Glover OAM	 Michael & Sue Gregg	 Edward Griffin		 Roger Gyles AO QC	
Michael Hawker AM	 Bob Hennessey	 Alan Hill		  Peter Howarth OAM	 Greg Judd		
Larry King SC		  David Lee 		  Richard Lee AM	 Robert Lee		  Robin Low		
Pamela Lumb		  Peter Maiden SC	 Alan McGibbon	 John McMurtrie AM	 Wendy Mesley	
Michael O’Dea		 Richard Pegum	 Ernest Pope		  Linton Ritchie		  Joseph Scarcella	
Julian Sexton 		  David Syme		  Douglas Thompson AM	 Gayle Tollifson		 Stephen Toomey	
Steve Whelan		  Andrew Wildblood	 Chris Wokes		  Ian Wright	

	
GOLDEN DUCK CORPORATE DONORS
Allen & Unwin		 Altius 			   Argenti 		  Austagencies		  Bluebet		
Breene & Breene	 CGU			   Dunk Insurance	 Envest 			  Equinix			
ESPN/Disney		  FDC Building 		  Last Man Stands	 Magnolia Lane		 Point Insurance 	
Peak Investments 	 Seccom Global 	 Shaw & Partners	 Steadfast		  Sura			 
Vocus



In the 2023-2024 financial year, the Primary Club 
of Australia approved 7 new applications for 
funding from our charity partners.  In total, new
grant commitments for the year came to $93,106.  

Member contributions continue to make a 
substantial difference to the lives of countless 
people living with disabilities across Australia. 

•	 Boccia Australia, $7,330 for ‘start-up kits’ for two      
new clubs in regional NSW

•	 Cerebral Palsy Alliance, $41,603 for sporting 
equipment 

•	 Snowy Valleys School for Special Purpose at 	
Tumut, via SchoolsPlus, $22,415 for sensory 
room equipment

•	 Sydney Football Club Foundation, $10,320, via 
Australia Sports Foundation, for equipment for        
Gala Sports Days

•	 St Lucy’s School at Wahroonga, $195 for sports       
equipment

•	 Disability Sports Australia, $5,077 for Deliverers	                                    
Kit - noise-cancelling headphones, audible 	
footballs and audible cricket balls

•	 Sargood Foundation at Collaroy, $6,166 for  
adaptive kids’ cycles

In addition to the commitment to the above 
projects, the Primary Club also set aside $22,500 for 
the 2024/25 Sir Roden Cutler Award finalists due to 
be presented on 25th September 2024, making a 
total commitment of 115,606 to new projects.

I wish to acknowledge the great work by 
Shirley Beaumont Owles who continues her 
valuable contributions on the Sub-Committee, now 
joined by Brad Oldridge, our Honorary Secretary.

Derick Borean
Chair, Charities Sub-Committee
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Stephanie Brantz was MC on the day and with help 
from Tim Gilbert did a great job moving around the 
dining room chatting to special guests including Alex 
Brosque, Brad Fittler and Morgan Turinui. 
 
North Sydney Hotel once again donated the ‘Tower 
of Beer’ on the 5th fairway, a keenly contested prize, 
while Adam Elbourne providing some of his wines 
for golf prizes.

Winners on the day in the 4BBB format were as 
follows:
•	 Perpetual Team Event – the Altius team 		

comprising Leigh Testoni, John Gutteridge, 	
Derick  Borean and Drew Burden (115 pts)*

•	 Mixed Team Event – the LG Creston team with   
Abraham Marrett, Steven Prowse, Hugh 		
Burton-Taylo and Janna Veitch (106)

•	 Novelty Team Event – no winner recorded
•	 Ladies Single – Alice LeMessurier (30)
•	 Men’s Single – Jon Butcher (41)
•	 Tower of Beer – Ian MacAskill
•	 Nearest the Pin – Matt Ingram, 			 

Alice LeMessurier, Billy Kirk
•	 Longest Drive – Alice LeMessurier and 		

Jordan Ballard

It’s interesting to point out that 6 teams were within 
9 points of the winners; so a very competitive field.
Finally, we want to recognise and thank our 
volunteers on the day.  Trish, Vivian, Pam and Shaan 
helped with selling raffle tickets and setting up the 
dining room, while Peter Buscall supervised the 
Tower and took photos.  Well done, all of you!

Ken Glover, Gavan Carroll and Geoff Verco
Event Coordinators

Members have experienced a busy summer, not 
only with all the international and local cricket being 
played, but with a range of the Primary Club’s own 
activities and events. 

As we embrace our 50th Anniversary Year, please 
make sure you renew your membership, pay your 
fines, attend events, but also invite your friends 
and family members to join in the “fun-raising”, and 
volunteer where and when you have the time.  

The spirit of volunteering is what helps our charity 
progress and achieve new milestones helping our 
target community of 4.4 million Australians living 
with a disability.

Nathan Dale,
Director of Operations 

The Lakes Golf Classic 2024
A championship golf course such as The Lakes 
attracted 90 players, who certainly arrived with 
inspiring anticipation, while participating in the 
early morning stretching exercises led by Altius. 32 
of them played in foursomes entered by our hole 
sponsors, thanks to Allen & Unwin, Altius, FDC 
Building, Point Insurance, Magnolia Lane, Envest, 
Shaw & Partners and SURA/Austagencies.  

The weather gods looked fondly upon our golfers 
after a gloomy start to the day on Thursday 2nd May.  
The course was in top condition and promised some 
great golf.

The presence of those sponsors, plus our wine 
supplier Hentley Farm, had a positive impact on 
the day, enabling us to raise almost $26k for our 
charities.  We appreciate the support from prize 
donors – Golf to the Max, Rugby Australia, Bonville 
Resort, Australian Golf Club, Callaway, Sydney FC 
and The Lakes Golf Club,

President Jim Maxwell and another 6 people joined 
the ‘Essential BBQ Luncheon’ that followed – 
volunteers and partners - who greeted all the 
players and listened to their mournful stories about 
on-course performances.

James Gribble 
and the Altius 
foursome at 
The Lakes

Seen at the Breakfast, James Howarth, David Everett, Peter Howarth, 
Sonya Everett and Jack Melville (top) and Peter James with Duncan 
Macintyre (lower)



Following a similar format to Monday’s event, 
but with a rain delay in the morning, four 
corporate teams competed – Vocus, Equinix, the 
Breene Machine, and the combined  Seccom Global 
and Argenti team. Reigning champions, the Breene 
Machine, stormed home once again with their NRR 
of 1.426, with Equinix the runners-up team on 0.214.  

Both days featured one of our charity partners 
demonstrating either wheelchair basketball or blind 
cricket.  These were eagerly contested by our cricket 
players on the Oval Concourse.

Each evening, Last Man Stands (“LMS”) organisation 
staged some demonstration T20 games, with their 
players also helping to raise funds for the Club.

Thanks to Stephanie Brantz, Jim Maxwell, Simon 
Taufel and Alex Blackwell who assisted with prize 
giving in the evening.  Simon even donned his 
umpiring gear and tested his trigger finger out in the 
centre.

Finally, special thanks to our 16 volunteers over 
the two days!  They maintained their spirit and 
enthusiasm throughout, as did Phil, Kris, Mohsin and 
the team of LMS umpires and scorers, who kept the 
program on schedule and provided instant updates 
on the scores and rankings. 

And the overall outcome?  Beyond the strained 
muscles and bruises, over $33,000 was raised for 
our charities over the two-day Festival, another
great result.

Geoffrey Verco,
Charity Development Manager

Sydney Test Breakfast
Mark Taylor, Jim Maxwell and MC Matt De Groot 
hosted 320 members and guests at our annual Test 
Breakfast on 3rd January, Day 1 of the Pakistan Test 
Match.

A feature of this year’s event was the celebration of 
Jim’s 50 years of ABC sports commentary, with Mark 
and Rick Glover presenting Jim with a certificate to 
recognise this milestone. 

Former Australian cricketers, Ed Cowan and Alex 
Blackwell, were joined by ESPNcricinfo’s Pakistani 
journalist and author Danyal Rasool for a panel 
interview conducted by Brett Sprigg (ABC). 

The event yielded over $23,000 to be directed to our 
various charity projects, with special thanks to our 
corporate supporters – Vocus, Argenti and Breene & 
Breene.

We look forward to January 2025, when the SCG 
will hosting India in what will be a great Test Match 
contest.  Bookings are available for our Breakfast 
and A Reserve SCG seats via the website now.

Rick Glover,
Deputy President

North Sydney Oval Festival
Following the success of the Festival over the 
last five summers, we were granted access to the 
iconic North Sydney Oval once again to allow the 
Primary Club to host two charity cricket days - 
‘Insurance Ashes VI’ on Monday 26th February and 
‘Marathon Cricket XII’ on the Tuesday.  

A more comprehensive report is contained in our 
May 2024 “First Ball” Newsletter, viewable on 
the website.  Suffice it to say that the Insurance 
Ashes was won by the Steadfast Group with Net 
Run Rate (NRR) of 1.85, despite a hot contest from 
runners-up, the Fire & Rescue team on 
1.833.  Thanks to all teams who participated - 
Austbrokers/SURA, CGU, Steadfast and newcomers 
Liberty Specialty Markets.  
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Mat Rogers, Morgan Turinui (left), the winning 
Breene Machine and Steadfast teams at 
North Sydney Oval (below)



FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

The Primary Club has reserved a block of A
Reserve Seats for the Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide 
and Brisbane Test Matches.  Members interested 

should contact the office without delay.

MELBOURNE
Boxing Day Indian Test Breakfast 

with Taverners Victoria
Thursday 26th December 2024

Golf Day with Taverners Victoria 
March 2025

SYDNEY
Annual General Meeting, 

Woollahra Hotel
Tuesday 22nd October 2024

India Test Match Breakfast, 
SFS/Allianz

Friday 3rd January 2025

Insurance Ashes and Marathon Cricket, 
North Sydney Oval

February 2025

Primary Club Golf Classic
May 2025

The management committee members present 
their report together with the financial report of the 
Primary Club of Australia Incorporated (the “Club”) 
for the year ended 30th June 2024 (FY24) and 
auditor’s report thereon.

Review of Operations
The Club’s continuing activities during the year 
consisted of organising and undertaking fundraising 
activities with the purpose of donating funds raised 
to specific causes as agreed upon by the Club, in 
accordance with the Club’s Charter. A summary of 
the financial performance is set out below.

FY24 FY23
Total revenue 397,910 415,783
Surplus before donation 95,356	 95,409
Donation committed/paid (99,775) (200,651)
Operating surplus/deficit (4,419) (105,242)
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Comments on the operations and the results of 
those operations are set out below:

•	 The Club has continued with the policies of 	
recognising any commitment to pay a donation 
when the donation is approved by the Charities 
Sub-Committee, or General Committee, in 	
accordance with the authorisation limits set. This 
provides a clearer picture of the Club’s ability to 
meet current and future donation obligations.

•	 After donations paid and committed to charities 
of $99,775, the Club recorded an operating 	
deficit of $4,419 for FY24.

•	 The Club recorded slightly lower total revenue in 
FY24 compared to FY23, due to one major event, 
the Baggy Green Dinner, being rescheduled from 
March 2024 to September 2024.

•	 Cricket match fees remained similar to last year, 
despite a one-off increase of $10k in cricket tour 
costs.

•	 Operating expenses (excluding donations paid 
and committed) were $19k higher in FY24 	
compared to FY23, mainly due to one-off tour 
costs and investment in the website.  

•	 The committee continuously reviews our 	
expenses and assesses ways to optimise our 	
efficiency, 	although we are not unique in 	
encountering challenges due to the increasing 
cost of living pressures. Where possible we have 
tried to keep event fees flat, so costs to members 
do not increase.

•	 The Club remains in the position where every 
tax-deductible donation received by the Club is 
used in our charity program.  

Insurance 
During the financial year, the Club paid a premium 
of $2,005 (FY23: $2,001) to insure the committee 
members, volunteers and special risks.

Auditor
SDJA has been engaged to act as the Club’s auditor 
since June 2020.

Significant Changes in State of Affairs
There were no significant changes in the Club’s state 
of affairs that occurred during the financial year.
 
Principal Activities
The principal activities of the Club during the year 
consisted of organising and undertaking fundraising 
activities with the purpose of donating funds raised 
to specific causes as agreed upon by the Club, in 
accordance with the Club’s charter.
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS and other Comprehensive Income

FY24 FY23

Revenue

Revenue from contracts with customers 40,281 51,833

Other Income 357,629 363,950

Total Revenue 397,910 415,783

Expenses
Administration & other operating costs (45,537) (26,826)
Contractors (108,481) (102,302)

Cricket match fees (18,493) (18,422)

Donations (99,775) (200,652)

Fundraising expenses (130,043) (172,823)

Total expenses (402,329) (521,025)

Deficit after income tax (4,419) (105,242)

Income tax expense 0 0

(Deficit)/Surplus for the year (4,419) (105,242)

Other comprehensive income 0 0

Total comprehensive (loss)/income (4,419) (105,242)

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 30-Jun-24 30-Jun-23

Assets

Currents

Cash & cash equivalents 303,427 354,212

Trade & other receivables 4,076 2,335
Other assets 25,164 -

Current Assets 332,667 356,547

Non-Current Assets

Other financial assets 1,164 1,164

Total Assets 333,831 357,711

Liabilities

Current

Trade and other payables 65,557 90,568

Contract liabilities 22,360 16,810-
Current Liabilities 87,917 107,378

Non-Current Liabilities 0 0

Total Liabilities 87,917 107,378

Net Assets 245,914 250,333

Equity

Accumulated Funds 245,914 250,333

Total Equity 245,914 250,333
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SYDNEY CRICKET SEASON, 2023/24
After landing back in Australia following a 
memorable England Ashes tour, it didn’t take 
long for the team to dust themselves off and get 
right back into the rhythm of the 2023/24 season, 
winning 9 of the 15 matches played.

2023/24 added so much more diversity of talent, 
with players debuting from clubs including Camden, 
Castle Hill RSL, Chatswood Gypsies, Newcastle and 
Fire & Rescue NSW.  It also marked the return of PCA 
alumni such as Mark Phipps (Honorary Treasurer) 
and Luke Minto.  There were some unforgettable 
thrillers vs Marrickville, Cricketers Club of NSW and 
I Zingari, and some forgettable matches in 40’C+ vs 
Barker Brown Hornets and Reg Bartley XI.

Highest run scorer for the season was Greg Stark 
with 287 runs, while David Ince took out the bowling 
honours with 14 wickers.

We get a true sense of the impact and reach of our 
purpose, with a growing number of players from 
opposition clubs in 2023/24 asking to join the PCA 
family as a way of making a meaningful contribution 
to the community while playing a game they love.

And final word goes to our Skipper Nathan ’50 Shades 
Of’ Reay. “Thank you to every player who has pulled 
on the PCA shirt this season. It has been a tricky 
season with availability at times, but we have kept 
going and had a superb season overall with some 
amazing wins, plus debuts for the next generation 
of PCA stalwarts, and at the core, still doing what we 
do best and representing the charity in all types of 
cricket including the highlight of the annual match 
against the NSW Blind XI. Cheers, Skip.”

Jon Prior
Cricket Scribe

GEORGE RICHARDS 1934 to 2024
George Richards, a long-time Member and 
friend of the Primary Club, will be remembered as a 
regular attendee at functions, especially his 
photography work at the Sydney Test Breakfasts, 
plus his many appearances as an umpire at matches 
at Dooralong.

Malcolm Brown, Sydney Morning Herald, writes: 
“Another Sydney link with the golden age of news-
paper journalism passed this week with the death 
of George Richards, 89, former chief-of-staff of The 
Sydney Morning Herald and for years the renowned 
editor of Column 8.

“A former quizmaster, who competed on Jack 
Davey’s radio show and on Bob Dyer’s Pick a Box, 
coming second only to Barry Jones, Richards was 
brilliant, versatile and at all times good-humoured 
and approachable.

“He joined the Herald as a sub-editor in 1958 and 
spent 45 years with the paper and other Fairfax 
publications. He worked variously as sub-editor, 
London news editor and for 15 years, editor of 
Column 8.”

We will miss you, George, including your passion for 
the game of cricket, your warmth and good humour, 
plus all those great stories!  

PS. George’s son Benjamin served on the 
Primary Club Committee for 12 years in a marketing 
and communications role, as well as assisting with 
event photography.

Brad Oldridge
Honorary Secretary

Vale George Richards



Thanks to all of the terrific tour 
party members and their supporters 
who helped make this such a fantastic 
tour, helping to spread the word of the 
Primary Club of Australia while also raising 
extra funds for the charity.

Rob Stevenson
Committee & Cricket Secretary
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The Primary Club of Australia continues its tradition 
of tours to the UK during their Ashes Summer, with a 
16-day tour of England in late July/early August. 

The tour party included six of the current 
committee, along with a terrific group of players 
and, more importantly, fantastic guys that did the 
charity proud both on and off the pitch. The tour 
started in unfortunately damp conditions at Windsor 
Castle, although the Royal Household CC did a fine 
job of making up for the lack of play by hosting us 
exceptionally well in the Royal pavilion! The next 
day the cricketing action started in earnest, with a 
closely contested nail-biter at Sheffield Park 
(historically the first venue of the Australian 
international team’s early tours to England in the 
1890s). Armadillos CC managed to get over the line 
with just two wickets ahead in a low scoring thriller 
on a difficult deck, in what eventually proved to be 
the Primary Club’s only defeat on the tour.

Much fun was had during the tour’s golf tournament 
at Hever Castle in Kent the next day, before a drawn 
match at Belmont House (Kent) followed, where the 
terrific hosting of Shepway Stragglers proved to be 
a tour highlight. The tour then moved north from 
Canterbury to the northern end of the country, 
where we were based in the stunning, historic city of 
York. Matches at the lovely Yorkshire village venues 
of Bolton Percy & Escrick Park against the XL Club 
(at Bolton Percy) and the Yorkshire Gentlemen (one 
of the oldest amateur sports teams in the world) 
resulted in a win and a thrilling draw (with the latter 
coming down to the last few overs of a declaration 
game being blocked out with only one wicket left). 

The tour party subsequently headed down to the 
South-West of England and the beautiful rural 
county of Devon, where matches were played at 
two of the most stunning grounds in the UK. The 
first was against Sidmouth CC (where a fine bowling 
performance secured a fine win despite a low total 
being posted on a damp wicket) and the second at 
the wonderfully scenic Valley of the Rocks - where 
committee member, Gavan Carroll, provided the 
playing highlight of the tour with a magnificent 
unbeaten century to help the team chase a big total 
to defeat Lynton & Lynmouth CC in the last over. 

The tour ended up with a disappointing 
washout back in London at the Honourable Artillery 
Company, but the tour dinner in Central London was 
a great way to end things on a positive note. 

PCA cricketers on tour in England July 2023 - some of the 
amazing venues: Sidmouth and Valley of the The Rocks
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